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Daughters of Empire:
A Memoir of A Year in Britain and Beyond

by Jane Satterfield
e T, == A dual British-American national on her first return trip to England in
i , B | over a decade, Jane Satterfield faced a woman’s fundamental decision:
i g BE S ’ & to become a mother or to forge a new life on her own. That the
l h “ =5 ) ~ decision was not so simple was only the first of many revelations.
P : o Satterfield casts a loving yet skeptical glance on the world of mid-"90s
Daughters of Empire Britain as well as the literary and cultural legacy that continues to haunt,
LR DRI R TR U R R TR shape, and challenge her. In a voice by turns tender, insightful, and
i | N R funny, Satterfield brings to life the complicated legacies of maternal
. 1 history, both private and public, through detours on music, popular
i BN ! e % % culture, and literary mothers —the Brontés, Sylvia Plath, and the late
il ' £ o - Angela Carter, a visiting writer during Satterfield’s time at the Iowa
P e Writers” Workshop.

A " Daughiters of Empire reaches us on many levels—as the memoir of an
. emerging artist, a young mother, a woman trying to locate her
nationality and her place in the world. Poet Jane Satterfield writes
eloquently about a period in her life when she struggled with marriage,
questioned her artistic talent and came to love her child and herself. This
intelligent, candid book is filled with movement, wit, tenderness and

] vitality. Satterfield writes in a variety of forms and voices to produce a

] story that is powerful and close to the bone.”

— Valerie Miner, author of 7%e Low Road: A Scottish Family Memoir

fana Satterfield Jane Satterfield, an award-winning poet and essayist, is the recipient of
a National Endowment of the Arts Fellowship in Literature and the author of
. two poetry books: Assignation at Varishing Point (Elixir, 2003) and

- Shepherdess with an Autornatic (\WWPH, 2000). She lives in Baltimore with
May 2009 her husband, poet Ned Balbo, and her daughter, Catherine, and teaches
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