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Latina/Chicana Mothering provides a glimpse into the journey of mother-
ing within the diverse spectrum of the histories, struggles, and stories 
of Latinas and Chicanas. Here, the Latina/Chicana mothering experience 
emphasizes the need for various conceptualizations of mothering, 
especially in regard to the conditions which shape the lives of Latinas and 
Chicanas, such as race, gender, sexuality, culture, language, social sta-
tus, religion, kinship, location, and migration. The book has four sections: 
testimonios (narratives), links between motherhood and communities, 
mothering challenges, and literary and cultural images of Latina/Chicana 
mothers. As the essays in this book unfold, they reveal new images of 
motherhood and offer ways to transform Latina/Chicana mothering.

“Compelling narratives, testimonios, empirical research and literary
representations on mothering make up Latina/Chicana Mothering.
Dorsía Smith Silva has assembled a powerful collection of essays that get 
at the spirit of Latina/Chicana mothering. Diversity of thought and disci-
pline is the beauty of this anthology as it extends the topic across studies 
in education, incarceration, violence, homelessness, popular culture, and 
feminine icons among others. This is essential reading in Chicana feminist 
work, women studies, ethnic studies, feminist theory, and motherhood.“
—Ruth Trinidad Galván, Department of Language, Literacy and
Sociocultural Studies, University of New Mexico, co-editor of the
Handbook of Latinos and Education.

Dorsía Smith Silva is an Assistant Professor of English at the University 
of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras. She is the co-editor of Caribbean Without 
Borders: Caribbean Literature, Language and Culture and Critical Perspec-
tives on Caribbean Literature and Culture.
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