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In this revolutionary volume, as part of their overall effort to advocate for
the rights of Aboriginal women, D. Memee Lavell-Harvard and Jeannette
Corbiere Lavell have brought together a multitude of voices to speak on the
issues facing Aboriginal mothers in contemporary society. Beginning with an
examination of the experience of childbirth-the initiation into motherhood-
the contributing authors illustrate its potential as a source of empowerment
and revitalization for our nations. Through their own unique perspectives,
the women bring us to an understanding of the variety of Aboriginal
mothering practices, the impacts of colonization and government legislation
on Aboriginal mothers, and literary representations of Aboriginal

mothering. Together, these women have worked to reveal not only the
connection between the longstanding historical oppression experienced by
Aboriginal women and the dire contemporary circumstances of many
Aboriginal communities, but also the power of Aboriginal mothers to

¥ revitalize and transform our communities. They are truly the givers of

new life.

Ms. Lavell-Harvard is currently President of the Ontario Native Women's
Association, a full time student currently completing her PhD in Education at
UWO, and is the first Aboriginal person ever to receive a Trudeau
Scholarship. Ms. Harvard is also a full time mother of two little girls,

Autumn Sky (8 years) and Eva Lillie (two years). Ms. Lavell-Harvard's re-
search addresses the epidemic of low academic achievement and high drop
out rates among Aboriginal populations in Canada.

Jeanette Corbiere Lavell is Ojibway First Nation, and member of the Wik-
wemikong Unceded Indian Reserve on Manitoulin Island. In 1970 her mar-
riage resulted in the loss of her rights to membership to her Reserve under
the Indian Act. This initiated a three year pursuit to ensure that the rights
of Indian women were equal to the rights of Indian men in the Indian Act.
Jeannette is one of the primary and founding Board members of: Ontario
Native Women'’s Organization (ONWA) and Indian Rights for Indian Women
Native Women’s Organization of Canada. Currently, Jeannette teaches Fine
Arts and Parenting at Wasse-Abin Wikwemikong High School.
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