Introduction by Rishma Dunlop
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The Crib

Night-Pieces: For a Child by Adrienne Rich
First Cold by Diane Lockward

from Nursery by Susan Holbrook

Revenge of the imagination by Ingrid de Kok
Weaning by Claire Millikin

Nursling by Kathleen Ossip

Motherhood by Nan Byrne
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Once | was delicious

Latching On, Falling Off by Beth Ann Fennelly
My Mother’s Body, My Professor, My Bower
by Jean Valentine

Collision by Cathy Stonehouse

Primal Scene by Gabeda Baderoon
Conceptions by Shana Youngdahl

The Laughter in the Kitchen by Susan Musgrave
Moth by Ann Fisher-Wirth

The Third Breast by Sonnet L’Abbé
Magnificat by John Barton

Animal Moments by Misha Cahnmann-Taylor
What | Learned from Dr. Phil About Becoming An
Effective Lover by Leon Rooke

from Blue Marrow by Louise Bernice Halfe
Chocolate by Sandra Gilbert

Over Dark Arches by Annie Finch
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Waiting for its kick My love. My tenant.

The Wound by Louise Gliick

Beg and Choose by Laisha Rosnau

Soft Mask by Mary Karr

In Crescent by Ann Fisher-Wirth

Falling in Love by Miranda Pearson

1973 by Marilyn Hacker

At the Home of a Colleague from the Child
Protection Unit by Liesl Jobson

C1. Staple Sorter by Margaret Christakos

C2. Obstetrician by Margaret Christakos

C3. Minister by Margaret Christakos

Dinner with Friends on a Midsummer’s
Evening by Miranda Pearson

Restoration by John Terpstra

VIEW by Lydia Kwa

Father’s Day by Fiona Tinwei Lam

The Coming of Mirrors by Annie Finch
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I remember all this as plainly as if | could remember
Chopped Liver by Clarinda Harriss

To My Mother by Mahmoud Darwish
Devotions by Ann Fisher-Wirth

The Tree by Suzanne Hancock

Motorcycle Accidents and Other Things That
Remind Me of Mother by Priscila Uppal
Rites of Sense by Meena Alexander
Fragrances by Eric Ormsby

Mother’s Garden by Richard Teleky

Some Slippery Afternoon by Daniela Gioseffi
My Mother with Purse the Summer They Murdered the
Spanish Poet by Philip Levine

On Mother’s Day by Grace Paley

The Mercy by Philip Levine

Triptych by Samuel Menashe7

Houriyah’s Instruction by Mahmoud Darwish

White Ink
Table of Contents

Shawl by Carol L. MacKay

At the Spa with Mother by Paul Sohar
Legacy by Richard Teleky
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a woman leaning from a painting, offering a life
Self-Portrait by Nina Bogin

Wooden Virgin with Child by Alicia Suskin Ostriker
Landsat Image of Mary’s Ascension into Heaven

by Jeanette Clough

The Flight into Egypt by Zara Raab

Hope by Jane Satterfield

The Birth of VVenus by Alicia Suskin Ostriker

the children of her men by Laurie Kruk

How We Are Made by Joy Castro

The Disquieting Muses by Sylvia Plath

Still Birth Machine | by Christopher Doda

Still Birth Machine 1l by Christopher Doda

Fresque Transposée by Margo Berdeshevsky
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The mothers marched.

from “On the Scent” by Sina Queyras

Birthright by Claudia Rankine

My Mother Dreams Another Country by Natasha Trethewey
The Child Taken from the Mother by Minnie Bruce Pratt
Declared Not Fit by Minnie Bruce Pratt

Felony Booking, Women’s Lockup, 11th and State:

A Short Literary Epic by Judith Arcana

Unknown Girl in the Maternity Ward by Anne Sexton
Baby Carriages by Alicia Suskin Ostriker

Hannah’s Child by Renee Norman

from No Other Life by Gary Young

King’s Daughters, Home for Unwed

Mothers, 1948 by C.D. Wright

from The Angel of History by Carolyn Forché

Mother Hair by Fady Joudah

from No Other Life by Gary Young
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Correspondence

Correspondence: to a Never-Girl by Judith H. Montgomery
Poem for My Sons by Minnie Bruce Pratt

from Heart by Di Brandt

Don’t by Celia Lisset Alvarez

Thinking of My Parisian Mother’s Discretion

(Only Her Confessor Knows) in Not Telling Her

Sister or Hardly Anyone About My Birth by Colette Inez
One Poem from “Early Childhood” by Vénus Khoury-Ghata
Dear Mama (2) by Wanda Coleman

Permutations by Pier Giorgio Di Cicco

Letter to My Daughter by Rosemary Sullivan

Blood Mother by Clarinda Harriss

Dearest Rachel by Rishma Dunlop
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These woods are yours.

To a Daughter in Her Twentieth Year by Robyn Sarah
For the First Time He Says by Naomi Shihab Nye

Pain for a Daughter by Anne Sexton

Especially O, Especially Darling by Cornelia Hoogland
Girls Jumping On Beds by Yvonne C. Murphy

Twelve by Marilyn Gear Pilling

Fourteen by Marilyn Gear Pilling

Cutters by Elana Wolff

Anorexia by Susan McCaslin

Her Daughter’s Feet by Diane Lockward

9 AM, Room 214, Holiday Inn Express by Judith Strasser
Administering My Dog’s Cancer Therapy, I Think



About My Sons by Cati Porter

The Latest Injury by Sharon Olds

Sunbathing on a Rooftop in Berkeley by Maxine Kumin
Towards Autumn by Marilyn Hacker

My Daughter is Twenty-two by Susan Shilliday
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Who wouldn’t invent a mummy or a god. A myth, a story, a
heaven, a lie

Grief by Jane Knechtel

Lucy: A love story about daughters by Lorri Neilsen Glenn
The Pomegranate by Eavan Boland

Shared Custody by Brenda Hillman

Son by Suellen Wedmore

Antigone by Evan Jones

Proximity of Milk and Mine by Ailish Hopper

In Kochi by the Sea by Meena Alexander
October Morning by Anne Compton

Sisters of the Holy Name by Rosemary Sullivan
For all the Mary Catholics by Judith Arcana
Harborview by Martha Silano

Motherhood by Mimi Khalvati

Cloud Watching by Fady Joudah

Film Noir by Rishma Dunlop

A Map to the Next World by Joy Harjo

Legends by Eaven Boland
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all the rivers of her red veins move into the sea
Keine Lazarovitch: 1870-1959 by Irving Layton
from Kaddish by Allen Ginsberg

The Woman in This Poem by Bronwen Wallace
my mother’s hands by Rebecca Luce-Kapler
Anti-Mother Ballad by Tom Wayman

Grace by Michelle Moore

Combustion by Lorri Neilsen Glenn

Small Passing by Ingrid de Kok

Listen by Judith H. Montgomery

Listen to Her Face by Katie Kingston

Lilies by Patrick Lane

from Seven Glass Bowls by Daphne Marlatt

My Father’s Watch by Patrick Lane

The Reproof by Susan Glickman

The Fare by Molly Peacock

The Chain by Maxine Kumin

2001, An Elegy by Steven Heighton

Lenox Hill by Agha Shahid Ali

Laike’s Loss by Ruth Panofsky

in memory of Gracie: still shaken by the stillness
of your name by Cathy Stonehouse

Sad Rite by Mary Karr

The Mother by Gwendolyn Brooks

Appendix to Ordinary Time by Anne Carson
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Mother tongue was a pang

The Garden by Nicole Brossard

To An Autumn Mother by Margo Berdeshevsky
Mother/Reader by Andrea Potos

Whitman by Candlelight by Michelle Moore
Burning Day Behind “Country Books” by Carol L. MacKay
Between God and Evil by Susan Glickman

The Tui, Beloved of Crossword Constructors, by Susan
Shilliday

A Woman and Child by Russell Thornton
Cartographer of the Most Serene Republic by Carol Potter
Reflection in a Well House, Tuscumbia, Alabama, 1887 by
Martha Marinara

Two Rivers by Brenda Hillman

Whitewash of Houston by Vassar Miller

For the Color of My Mother by Cherrie Moraga
Morning Laughter by Gwendolyn MacEwen

from “My Bag of Broken Glass, 1939-1978” (Poland 1939 /
Canada 1978)

6. a woman is a drawer — a keeper of threads — by Yerra
Sugarman

To Have by Shana Youngdahl
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Mother Love

Mother Love by Rita Dove

Repetitions For My Mother by Lorna Crozier
My Mother in Old Age by Eric Ormsby
Pumpkins, for Claire by Margaret Christakos
Traitor by Ray Hsu

My Mother is One Crazy Bitch by Priscila Uppal
Brown Circle by Louise Gliick

Mother Fear by Eva Tihanyi

LATE by Marie Ponsot

Love Me Tender by Nan Byrne

Bonnie Dressed to Kill (Sam) by Leon Rooke
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rubble and sorrow

Josephs, In a Time of No Peace by Susan Terris
At the Vietnam Memorial by Minnie Bruce Pratt
Gulf War and Child: A Curse by Annie Finch
Curves in the Dark by Deema K. Shehabi
Trailer by Glenna Luschei

Bomb by Catherine Moss

The Wall of Horror by Goran Simic

Of Harvest and Flight by Deema K. Shehabi
Ghazal: My Son by Mimi Khalvati

Mother by Miltos Sachtouris
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The sound of your blood crossed into mine
Down the Little Cahaba by Minnie Bruce Pratt
Wandering Womb by Rachel Rose

The Birth by Claudia Rankine

I Can’t Write by Martha Silano

from Intimate Journal by Nicole Brossard
American Proper by Jennifer Merrifield
Birthday Tales by Susan McMaster

from The Adoption Papers by Jackie Kay
Height of Summer by Lorna Crozier

The Abortion by Anne Sexton

Notes on Arrival and Departure by Rachel Rose
The Next Day by Claire Millikin
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